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June 27, 1996
MISSOULA MAYOR RESIGNS TO HEAD UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA CENTER
MISSOULA ~
Missoula Mayor Daniel Kemmis will lead a regional study center at The University of
Montana— Missoula, President George M. Dennison announced Thursday.
At a press conference with Dennison, Kemmis announced his resignation as mayor effective
the day after Labor Day. Kemmis will leave the office he has held since January 1990 to become
interim director of the Center for the Rocky Mountain West, which he has served in an advisory
capacity since its beginning.
Established in 1992, the center’s mission is to study the history, culture and economy of the
Rocky Mountain Region and to assist the region with public policy analysis. Kemmis’ work at the
center will include conducting his own research and writing a book about the West.
"We’re thrilled to have Dan join us to help us continue the momentum in the development
of the center as a place to analyze and study the Rocky Mountain West," said Dennison. "He’s
been associated with the center since its inception and can assist us as we continue to strengthen
the center’s foundation."
Missoula voters have twice elected Kemmis, a Democrat, to oversee their city. His
resignation will be effective at noon Tuesday, Sept 3. The City Council will name a successor to
fill the 16 months remaining in his second four-year term, which expires Dec. 31, 1997.
"One of the reasons for the timing of this announcement is to provide ample time for
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transition to a new administration," Kemmis said. "It is my hope that a successor can be named by
the end of July so that he or she can have a full month to work with me on that transition."
During his 6 V2 years at the helm of city government, Kemmis has emerged as a nationally
recognized authority on the West’s special challenges involving growth and development. Kemmis
said his new job at the Center for the Rocky Mountain West will enable him to devote more time
to helping the West establish an identity in the face of change.
His decision to leave the mayor’s office, he said, was not an easy one. But, he added, "It’s
a matter of carrying my work here to its next logical step. Second only to my love for Missoula is
my loyalty to the West, and it is to that scope of work that I now gladly turn."
Kemmis said he has become certain of two facts during his tenure as mayor. "The first is
that Missoula’s challenges and opportunities, whether they relate to growth or sustainable
prosperity, social equity or environmental protection and enhancement, are all problems and
possibilities that we share with hundreds of other communities throughout the Rocky Mountain
W est
"The second fact, equally inescapable, is that, whether it seeks the role or not, whether it
even recognizes it or not, Missoula is looked to by its peers throughout the West to provide
leadership to the region as it struggles with its very unique opportunities and threats. Read any
story about the West’s efforts to come to terms with itself, and you are almost certain to see
Missoula playing prominently in that story. That is no accident."
Kemmis began his political career in 1975 when he was elected to the Montana House of
Representatives. He went on to serve as house minority leader in the Montana Legislature from
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1981 to 1982, and as speaker of the house from 1983 to 1984. He served on the Missoula City
Council from 1988 to 1989.
A Montana native, Kemmis graduated with honors and a political science degree from
Harvard University in 1968. He earned his law degree with honors from the University of Montana
Law School in 1978.
Kemmis maintained a private law practice in Missoula until 1984, then went on to complete
stints as economic and community development specialist for a three-county area in western
Montana from 1984 to 1986, and as senior fellow and project director for Northern Lights Research
& Education Institute from 1986 to 1989.
He taught courses in ethics and public policy in the West as an adjunct faculty member at
UM’s Mansfield Center from 1988 to 1989, and will teach a course in the fall with Deni Elliott,
UM’s Mansfield Professor of Ethics and Public Affairs.
He has written two books, "Community and the Politics of Place" and "The Good City and
The Good Life," both of which are widely recognized by political leaders nationwide.
Kemmis said he has enthusiastically supported the center’s concept ever since it was first
shared with him by Dennison shortly after he became president.
"Missoula cannot manage its challenges alone, any more than Santa Fe can, or Prescott,
Moab or Durango, Boulder or Jackson, Boise or Bozeman," Kemmis said. "We are in this together,
and if the West is going, in Wallace Stegner’s words, 'to create a society to match its scenery,'
then we are going to have to move beyond our partisan and ideological struggles and standoffs to a
new maturity in which the West teaches itself to think and act like a region, like the great good
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place it is meant to be."
The Center for the Rocky Mountain West recently moved to its new offices at the
Milwaukee Station to establish an enhanced community presence. The center presents conferences
and lectures throughout the year focusing on regional issues ranging from American Indian justice
to what it means to be a Montanan.
Kemmis said he looks forward to working with history Professor Bill Farr, who serves as
director of the center’s humanities studies, and Adjunct Associate Professor Larry Swanson, who
serves as director of regional studies.
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Contact: President George Dennison, (406) 243-2311; Mayor Daniel Kemmis, (406) 523-4601.
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